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1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-9 and 18-21 in the reply 
filed on 8/28/06 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 10-17 and 22-29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected claims, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 8/28/06. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 8 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Biskeborn et al (US. 5,905,613). 

Biskeborn et al inherently discloses a magnetic tape recorder system having a 
magnetic tape; a tape drive, a magnetic head, an actuator, and read/write channel as 
set forth in claim 18 (standard features for a magnetic tape recorder). 

Biskeborn et al discloses a magnetic tape head having a first rowbar substrate 
having a transducing surface and a gap surface; a thin film transducer on the gap 
surface of the first rowbar substrate, said thin film transducer forming a portion of the 
transducing surface; and a first closure covering the thin film transducer on a side 
thereof opposite the gap surface of the first rowbar substrate and the first closure 
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forming a portion of the transducing surface (see throughout specification, claims and 
figures), as recited in claims 1, 8 and 18. 

Biskeborn et al does not disclose that the thickness of the first closure layer is in 
the range of 0.1-200 microns as claimed in claims 1, 8 and 18. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to manufacture the first closure layer of the magnetic head of 
Biskeborn et al with a thickness in the range of 0.1-200 microns. 

The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to manufacture the first closure layer of the magnetic head of Biskeborn et al 
with a thickness in the range of 0.1-200 microns through routine lab experiment and 
optimization to protect the surface of the transducer in order to provide a durable 
magnetic head. Additionally, it has been held that changes in size and shape of parts of 
an invention in the absence of an unexpected result involves routine skill in the art. See 
In re Dailev . 93 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). 

Regarding claims 2-4 and 19-20, Biskeborn et al only discloses that the ceramic 
closure comprises of alumina and titanium carbide. Biskeborn does not disclose that the 
first closure is either made of "Al-Fe-Si", "Al-O-Ti-C", "Zr-O-Ti", "Si-N", "Si-C", and "Zr-O" 
(claims 2 and 19); deposited layer of Al-Fe-Si (claim 3); or a conductive layer (claims 4 
and 20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to manufacture the first closure of the magnetic of Biskeborn et al 
with such material as set forth, supra through a routine lab experiment in order to 
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improve the read/write characteristics of the magnetic head. Additionally, it has been 
held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material having 
different chemical bonding structures on the basis of its suitability for the intended use 
as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). 

5. Claims 5-7, 9 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen T. Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7569. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs (7:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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